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A distinguished scion of an illustrious House, a zealous Patron of 
learning and art, a ruler of unique foresight and Under-standing, a great 4 % 
Patriot and legislator, a symbol of liberalism and generosity, a bold refor- 
mer and, above all, a gentleman par excellence, Maharajadhiraja Dr. Sir 
Kameshwara Singh was one of the few charming Personalities of the age à 
whose influence was keenly felt in all the walks of Maithila life. . Born on 
November 28, 1907 the young Maharaja was given the best i 
under the personal supervision of his great scholar-fa; er Maharajadhiraja 
Sir Rameshwara Singh and was placed under the guidance of the well- 
known theosophist of the age, Miss Lilian Edgar as well as a number of 


other experienced teachers to educate him in different branches, of 


learning. All this tremendously contributed to his mature thinking which 
he amply showed when he was called upon to hold the reins of his Eatate 


Rajnagar Circle which yielded an annual in 


His affection for his brother throughout his life Was so exemplary t 
is hard to find a 


devision'to attend the Round Table Conference in London at the invit 
tion of the Government of India, This virtually led to a revolt on 
part of the Maithila Brahmanas, extraordinarily devoted to the mir 
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jubilantly hailed the act and heaved a sigh of relief, the Zamindars angrily > 
protested against the measure. On this issue the Maharaja also differed 
with the Government and challenged the act in the Court. It created a tense * 
situation, and instead of aggravating in the national leaders thought it 
wise to appeal to the noble sentiments of the Maharaja whose nationa- 
listic feelings were above board. The Maharaja was also quick to res: 
pond to their appeals and gave up his opposition. In return, he. received“ 
certain promises from the leaders, which perhaps remained unredeemed. 


Thus, on the whole, the Maharaja had always been on good terms’ 
with the British Government as well as with the national Goyernment of 
India. When he attained the minimum age prescribed fora legislator he was - 
nominated a member to the Council by the British Government, But, he al- 
ways expressed his views in the Council frankly and boldly which remind us 
of the born nationalist in him who feared none and spared none, On 
September 4, 1932, while inaugurating the Bihar United Party at Ranchi, 
he delivered a classic speech declaring that the British Government should: 
concede to us Svarajya or full liberty in the management of our own- 
affairs “which we consider to be our birth-right.” During the great 
upheaval in 1942,when the British Government wanted.to requisition a body 
of horsemen from the Raj to suppress the great rising, he refused it out- 
right. Moreover, he gave financial help to the Congress. Organisation. 
and to several of its leaders individually. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the-first 
President of India, was a great friend of the Maharaja, 


A great patron of learning, the Maharaja; to the best'tradition of 
his House, donated a sum of Rs. 1,20,000 for the creation of the Mithi- 
lesha Rameshwara Singh Maithili Chair in Patna University for research 
in Maithili language and literature immediately after his accession to 
the throne. His contributions to the promotion of Sanskrit learning were 
equally unique. As President of the Bihar Sanskrit Association he imp= 
ressed upon the national Government the necessity of amending the 
Constitution so that the Association might function as a full-fledged: 
University in the Province. He started the well-known “Mithiliega Mahesha 
Lectureship” in Sanskrit by giving munificent endowments to the Associ- 
ation to enable it to invite eminent Sanskrit scholars of the country 
to deliver their lectures. He was also the President of the Bihar Sans- 
krit Re-organisation Committee. Besides, numerous tols and Pathasalas 
had been established by him which were entirely financed by the Raj, _ 
The Present Mithila Research Institute owes its existence to the inspiration 
and munificence of the Maharaja. And, finally the establishment of the. 
Kameshwara Singh Sanskrit University at Darbhanga through his efforts _ 
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no-less great, The introduction Of a full course Of Industrial training in) 


Science Section of C, M, College, Darbh: 
of his love for technical aducarion, 


Nation and Aryavarta are instances: of his invaluable Sei 
of. Indian Journalism. iR 


earthquacke- of 1934 win always‘ ba Temembred 
found gratitude. He donated - Rs, 1,00, 
Relief. Fund;.Rs.1,00,000 to King: Geor, 
Fund; Rs. 1,00, 
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banquet given in his honour when the latter had visited Darbhanga on 
November 30, 1935. Lord Willingdon's speech on this occasion was a 
marvellous piece of poetry in prose enumerating the many sided qualities 
of his head and heart. 

The hands of cruel Fate spare none, and the last great scion of 
this illustrious House of Darbhanga passed away on October 1, 1962, 
though at an immature age of 55 only, yet in all glory and splendour. 
He was an embodiment of modesty and affability and an ideal brother 
whose love for his younger brother was exemplary even for ordinary 
people, and no misfortune overwhelmed him with grief more than the 
sad and premature demise of his brother in 1959—a shock which he 
could not survive for long. Within 3 years of this tragic event, the buil- 
der and lover of learning and art himself passed away a sad and broken 
heart. Hissad death stunned the whole country with grief and with his 
Passing away a great epoc in the history of Mithila came to a sudden and 
abrupt close. 


